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Introduction

The Ukulele Christmas Songbook has thirty of the most loved holiday
favourites arranged for beginner to intermediate ukulelists. Each songis shown
in lead sheet format, meaning the melody, lyrics, and chords are included. The
melodies have both ukulele tablature and notation, and each song includes
chord diagrams showing the finger placement. Twenty songs have a more
advanced fingerstyle arrangement for players looking for a fuller-sounding

chord melody with chords and melody together.

There is also a useful 30+ page ukulele reference section for players
wishing to expand their ukulele knowledge. This reference section includes a
chord library of the most common ukulele chords, strumming and
fingerpicking patterns, chord and arpeggio fingerboard diagrams in every key,
and a collection of ukulele scales and scale patterns to warm-up your fingers.

Visit my website to hear some audio tracks and browse other ukulele
books and arrangements from Kalymi Music.

www.brentrobitaille.com

or

www.kalymimusic.com
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HOW TO READ TABLATURE (TAB)

To read tablature, you need to know four things:

1) What string is the note on? - Strings are thin (1st) to thick (3rd) then thin (4th).

2) What fret is the note on? - Fret numbers are left to right.

3) Which finger do 1 use? - Keep all fingers in position (1-2-3-4) where possible
when playing single notes, and most comfortable fingerings for chords.

4) How long to let the note ring? - Based on the song’s rhythm but generally
keep fingers on fretboard as long as possible to let notes ring throughout.

Fingerboard Number Chart

Frets: 1
'@
10) &
1O, &

3 4 5 6 7

(s e
(6
(6
(6)

COICIO8
S
@@?@

(4)
(4
(47
(4)

HOLD:0:6:0.6.0.0,0.0 0.0 &
Open Strings Thickest String
Examples:
1st string open* slide to 7th fret
J« play together ~L
S 1 /A l _ =
T e N !
R 2 6
I
N 3 2 o
G
S 4 1 10 02 20
3rd string T w oW
2nd fret 4th string T T
10th fret Hammer-On Pull-Off

*0 = open string



HOW TO READ CHORD DIAGRAMS

Open String  Don’t Play

O/ X
Frets: 1st _(113_G
2nd(Q)« Left Hand
ard Fingering:
4th
5th
G C E A

Strings: 4m 3d 2nd 1t

Barre Chords

Barre chords require covering several strings with one finger. In this example, place your
Ist finger on strings 1 to 4 on the second fret then add the 2nd and 3rd finger to form the
G major chord.

G Major -
Same chord written in

‘ tablature and notation.

Barre —— (D(DX(DD) !
@

| 4

Barre

®

| 4

AN WO

G C E A
4th 3rd 2nd 1st



ALL THROUGH THE NIGHT
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ANGELS WE HAVE HEARD ON HIGH
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ANGELS WE HAVE HEARD ON HIGH
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AWAY IN THE MANGER
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AWAY IN A MANGER
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Boar's Head Carol
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COVENTRY CAROL
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DECK THE HALLS
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GO TELL IT ON THE MOUNTAIN
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GO TELL IT ON THE MOUNTAIN
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GOD REST YE MERRY GENTLEMEN
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JOY TO THE WORLD
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O COME ALL YE FAITHFUL
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SILENT NIGHT
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Silent Night, Holy Night, All is calm, All is  bright.
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THE TWELVE DAYS OF CHRISTMAS
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7 Swans a Swimming

8 Maids a Milking

11 Pipers Piping
12 Drummers Drumming
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WE WISH YOU A MERRY CHRISTMAS
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THE WEXFORD CAROL
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WHAT CHILD IS THIS?
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5—2 —13—13——1110+—8—>5—1 3-5 6 5-3—2 0-2 3—3
3 3 11 6 3 3 3—3
2 2 10 5 0 2 0—=0
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STRUMMING PATTERNS - BASICS

Down Up Mute Accent
i V % >
1. Down / Up Pattern.
» V » V n v ™ V
’ ’ ’ ’ P s s p
%] | | | | |
1 & 2 & 3 & 4 &
2. Down / Up Pattern with accent on 2nd and 4th beat.
y v y V n v n V
i [ [ [ [ [ i [
> >
1 & 2 & 3 & 4 &

3. Pick Slap. Mute strings (x) on 2nd and 4th beat.

—x 3

\ <<

\1

™ V ™ V ™ v
’ ’ ’ P P
| | [ | | |
1 & 2 & 3 &
4. Up stroke accent.
» V » V n V
[ [ [ [ [ [
> > >
1 & 2 & 3 &

5. Full Mute. Dampen strings on 2nd and 4th beat.

™ ™ ™
' F‘ '

1 2 3

—x 1

VTN <



STRUMMING PATTERNS IN: 3/4 - 6/8 - 4/4

3/4 Time #1

H

% .
(bass note)

1

3/4 Time #3

-
’

\ 1

1 2

6/8 Time #1

§

™ V
‘/ -,

1 2

6/8 Time #3

m = Vo™
[ ]

’ ’

\ 1

— \1

\ 1

\ <<

— \1

1 2 & 3

4/4 Time #1

AT

4/4 Time #3

™ ™
o

1 2

3/4 Time #2
™ ™ V ™
H ’ ’ ’ ’ H
| I |
1 2 & 3
3/4 Time #4
" V ™
‘ ’ ’ ’ ’ H
| I |
1 ) & 3
6/8 Time #2
™ vV ™ Vv
I 7 1 1 |
1 ) 3 4 (%) 6
6/8 Time #4
™ m vV = VvV m - vV =™
‘ ‘/ Y R ‘/ Y R
1 2 & 3 & 4 5 & 6 &
4/4 Time #2
™ ™ V V ™ V
‘ ’ ’ ’ ’ ’ ’ ’ H
| I
1 2 & () & 4 &
4/4 Time #4
™ V ™ V ™ vV V
I O e A A
1 & 2 & 3 & 4) &
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UKULELE FINGERPICKING PATTERNS

Here are some fingerpicking patterns you can apply to the songs in the book. The letters under the

notes are for the right hand fingpicking patterns: T = Thumb, I = Index, M = Middle.

Thumb - Finger Strum

Thumb - Down Up Finger Strum

c - - . my
=0 nl | n | nl — nl —
(o Z4—i - ; - ; - - ; - -
J e s - s - s $ < s S
T I T I T I 1 T I I
3 3 3 3 3 3
T 0 0 0——0 0——0
A 0N 0N N 0N 0N 0N 0N 0N 0N
B G \V) \V) AV, \V) \V) AV \V) \V) \V)
Alternating Thumb - Finger Strum Alternating Thumb - Down-Up Finger Strum
™ V ™ V
/s 3 "! m ™ — '-1' —
= - . - i p—— o —
J e s $ - $ ¢ $ S
T 1 T I T I I T 1 |
3 3 3 3 3 3
0N N N N N N
AV U AV AV AV AV
0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
= 0 0
Thumb Double Pluck Fingers
F C G C
=) 1 1 | | | % | |
y 4%
GE— : . . : : . .
dJ o - - e - e o e o -
T M T M T M T M T M T M T M T M
I I I I I 1 I I
0 0 3 3 2 2 3 3
1 1 0 0 3 3 0 0
0 0 0 0 2 2 0 0
Travis Picking #1 Travis Picking #2
= | |
O : —— = |
Py & b P & P
T T I T M T T I T M T 1 T
3 3
0. N N
\V) \V) \V)
0N 0N 0 0
\V) \V) \V) \V)
~—0 0 0 0




Travis Picking #3 - Pinch

Travis Picking #4 - Double Pinch
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_ 9 | [ [
b2 : :
PY) & & - &
M M M
T T 1 T M T 1 T 1 T | T | T |
3 3 3 3
0 0 0 0 0 0
0 0 0 0
= 0 0 0 0
Forward Roll Backward Roll
_ f)
P’ A
(e~
ANV 4
e & - & &
T | M T | M T | M I T M | T M |
3 3 3 3 3
0 0 0 0 0 0
0 0 0 0 0
3/4 Time #1 3/4 Time #2 3/4 Time #3
— n | | ﬂ
CE——— .
\Q\)U o . . P o o
M M
T | | T I M T | M T I T M T |
3 3 3 3 3
N N. N N N. N
\V) \V) \V) \V, \V) \V,
0 0 0 0
L 0 0
6/8 Time #1 6/8 Time #2 6/8 Time #3
o) h, N
& . .
PY) & & & & . .
M M
M T I M M | M | | T |
3 3 3 3 3
0 0 0 0 0 0
0 0 0 0
= 0 0
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BLUES SCALES
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UKULELE NOTATION GUIDE

Downstroke

Pick down towards ground.

Upstroke
Pick up towards sky.

Accent
Strike the string harder to
produce a louder sound.

&9

Strong Accent (Martelato)
Pluck the string forcibly to
produce a strong accent.

hammer down finger
without playing
higher second note.

Play first note then grip

on string and pull off to
second lower note without
playing.

Slide finger/slide up or down
to the next note on the same
string. Pluck both notes.

_ A ™ V A
D’ 4
Y 4%
) >
V > A
x 3 3 3 3
B
=
Staccato Accent with Staccato Tenuto Accent with Tenuto
Shorten note lenghth. Strike the string harder Slight accent. Hold note Strike string harder
and let ring shorter. for full value. and let ring for full
(Marcatto) value of note.
— f)
b 4
Y 4%
[ fan )
Y ok ®
Q) . '> >
. > - >
2 2 2 2
J J J J
=
Hammer On Pull Off Shift Slide Legato Slide
Play first note then

Slide finger/slide up or
down to the next note on
the same string.

Play only the first note.

~ {)

D’ A

& = —

ANV P
— — /-\
0—1 1—0 1 3 3—><1 1 3




90

Palm Muting (P.M.)
Place palm on strings near
bridge to muffle the sound.

Left Hand Mute

Place left hand finger(s)
on strings to mute sound.
A percussive sound (x)

Grace Note

The smaller grace note
is rhythmically combined
with large note. Play

quickly before larger note.

Ghost Note (Parenthesis)
An optional note or
bracketed note played
quickly before main note.

Bend string up and
down. Can be slow

Bend string up and down
but with wider arc. Can

Slightly Bend the note
up a 1/4 tone.

PM.__
~ {) — .
p’ A A o)
7 pal e
[ fan o
KV
J & KR X X
PM. . ___ 4
X——X X——X —~ 57
3—0—3 X——X X——X 5—7
0 W—X W——X
Vibrato Wide Vibrato Slight Bend 1/2 Tone Bend

Bend the note up a half
tone or to sound 1 fret

or fast. be slow or fast. higher.
AV 1/4
— f) $ # /\Q
7 o Py 7
n A 4 A 4 T
[ fan
A3V,
o 1/4 12
v e 22222249
B B I3 J Po J
J J o) b )
-
Whole Step Bend Bend and Release Pre-Bend Pre-Bend
Bend the note up a full Bend the note up and Bend the note up then Bend the note up then
whole tone or to sound release back down to play note. play note.
2 frets higher. the original note.
o~ f f
— f) ) i # /\p/\ 3/\ - @
D" 4 | | P2l S} "7 1
7 E— ' 1
[ fan |
o
full 12 T T \v
10 9 (9) 8510 10—(8)




Hold Bend
Hold bend up until the
end of the dashed line.

Multiple Bends
Several bends combined
together.

Bend Neck
Grab headstock while
holding body firm and
bend neck.
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Behind Nut Bend

Bend the string behind
the nut at the headstock.

hold bend_ _ _ _ ___
B U ir . abe o~ =
y 4t ] - — | »
[ an -— — T T 7
\\le ft i .
hold bend_ _ | full 112 1/ -
i P 5 =
+ 15 10=——(10)10=—(10) 0 0 2—2
15
L 0 0
Rake Arpeggiate Trill Tapping (+)

A percussive clicking sound

Strum the chord in the

Quickly alternate between

Tap fret with finger

before playing a note. Mute the  direction of the arrow. two notes using hammer ons or pick.
strings (x) with the left hand. and pull offs.
Often a muted arpeggio.
drossssans
_ ) | +
p’ 4 \ - o
& x 7 = °
ANYY \
oJ
WM +
10 0 357 3—7
x 0
X ram))
< X 0

Natural Harmonic
Lightly place finger over

Artificial Harmonic
Hold done note indicated

Pick Slide (P.S.)
Place pick edge on

Tremelo Picking
Rapidly pick down and up

fret indicated and pluck. and lightly pluck pick finger string and scrape down  on string.
higher up string with thumb. or up string.
AH.____ |
N.H.__ 8
_ A (2) P.S.
P AN
77— e = Oy ®
-« ! e S ?
ANV |
oJ | P
NH.- | AR PS Z
3—15) 3
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UKkulele Note Chart
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HOLIDAY CLASSICS

All Through the Night Jingle Bells
Angels We Have Heard On High Jolly Old St. Nicholas
Auld Lang Syne Joy to the World
Away in a Manger O Christmas Tree
Boar’s Head Carol O Come All Ye Faithful (Adeste Fidelis)
Coventry Carol 0 Come O Come Emmanuel
Deck the Halls O Holy Night
The First Noel O Little Town of Bethlehem
Go Tell it on the Mountain Silent Night
God Rest Ye Merry Gentlemen The Twelve Days of Christmas
Good King Wenceslas Up On the Houstop
Hark! The Herald Angels Sing We Three Kings of Orient Are
Here Come A-Caroling (Wassail Song)  We Wish You A Merry Christmas
[ Saw Three Ships Wexford Carol
It Came Upon the Midnight Clear What Child Is This?

BONUS 30 PAGE UKULELE REFERENCE - FINGERBOARD ARPEGGIOS
SCALE PATTERNS - FINGERSTYLE PATTERNS - STRUMMING PATTERNS
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